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Metro/State news

Marketplace section begins on page 78

King-for-a-day sales?
They've done it to George

smr Tribune

A month ago, Bill Wilson was
expressing concern about the future
of Martin Luther King Day.

Wilson, president of the St Paul(‘ily

Counula.ndlbcbadofl(mg y

ceremonies, was concerned because a

couple of banks that had honored the

holiday in past years decided to open

marvauhsforbumonxmgbay
5 year,

Wilson, and others who have worked
hard to make Ki
national holiday,

trend. They feared that King Day
would become hike Presidents® Day,
the day America goes on sale.

Mondzy, in honor of our nation’s
leaders, unpainted furniture was on
sale. Trench coats were on sale.
Doublc-breasted suits were on sale,
(‘;Exmnvcpnvdqe. read the ad
the suits.) Piaid Bermuda shorts
on sale. (25 per cent off on shorts that
regularly sell for $36.) Slinky
women’s pajamas on sile. Waterbeds
on sale. (“America Celebrates
Presidential Savings!™) There was a

Tuesday
Febnsary 20/1990

ZOPumtOEonAnsg:ygeanmg
President’s Birthday Sale. Computers
wezge on sale, Ovens, refrigerators,
washers and dryers were on sale.

Grow continued on page 6B

GROW: _(fbng_ress didits part to change focus

Continued from page 1B

And yesterday presidents were
honored with car sales of all sorts.
‘There were Japanese cars. (“Over
20 Toyotas.") Swedish cars and
German cars. (“Over 100 VW-

Saats.”) Why, even Presidents’
sales on American cars! (“We're
chopping prices 10 the ground . .
Take $7,000 off original hstpnc:
value,")

King Day sales?
Wilson gasped.

“I hope that never happens,”™ he
said. ‘lts!oobad.chaedtomy
attention 10 these things, but we
don't. There sezms 1o be absolutely
mmofhnory . The reason |
concern for Martin Luther

ng Day is because 'm chairman of

:h:n event, But I'd be willing to help
if somchbody wants to put some focus
an Presidents’ Day.™

Any focus there might have
disappeared in 1971 when Congress
passed a faw that shifted observance
of Veterans Day, Mcemorial Day and
George Washington's birthday to
Mondays. (Veterans Day was
returned to Nov. £ in 1978). In the
of W n’s

process of making
birthday (Feb. 22 is the actual date) a

Monday holiday, W: n's day
wasuodtoxbchut!xlayo Abraham
lmooln (Fcb 12)and !hcname was

R ST

Veterans® organizations and churches
have helped preserve at least some of
!hzdxgnllyofVm-ansDayand
Memorial Day.'But given a choice of
presidents to honor, most Americans
havedmwns!nppmg.

Despite growing numbers of sales,”
retalers say Presidents’ Day isn’t
one of the major

of the years. One Edina store owner
speculated that more retailers than
cver got into Presidents’ Day sales
this year, not because of a frenzy of
patriotism but because retailing is
generally stumping. “People are
m:lngtohqmduealo(ofstock.“

Not everyone forgot that Monday
was a holiday dealing with national
hemaaeuwcllasSOpemcntoﬂ'
Jockey shorts, howe

On Monds Paul
[:r;op%uloz(?muﬁnlorfood

giveaway fame), decided he would
celebrate Presidents” Day

:mloadmzsomcofd)em,&Opounds
of granola hars he recently received.

Pastor Paul put the word out on the
street that he would be giving away
the bars 10 kids at the church in
north Minncapolis and that there
would be extra prizes (more grancla
bars) for those who wrote down the
namcofaUS.prmdmt.‘I‘hc
celebration, be said, was such a
success that he's going to plan a

“This year we had 834 kids, with 10
notice,” said Pastor Paul. “Next year
we'll get the word out and we'll have
up to 6,000."

And pext year the prizes will be more
than extra granoia bars. Next year, he
said, hic'll have drawings
prmforhdswho can mame all of
the presidents.

As it was, Pastor Panl's giveaway was
the closest thing that appeared to be a
ceremony honon'r&g presidents
around the Twin Cities. By far the
most popular president of the kids
who wanted those extra prizes was
John Kennedy. .

-seeltm‘:as kids. Waswn *
named by 186 kids, Lincoin was
named by §77. Rounding ous the list
of honored presidents were Ronald
Rcagan (57)- Jimmy Carter, Thomas

d Franklin Roosevelt (12
ud:) Rmhmd Nixon (9% Gerald
Ford (6), and John Adams, James
Buchanan and Ulysses Grant (3
cach).

“Drawings for bicycles.” said Pastor
Paul. “That's what we'll have for kids
who can name afl of the presidents.
Really nice bicycles,”

Tbcy'llhavctobcmccmough L
fure the kids away from the



